
The Pencil Connection—The Tie that Binds Words & Illustration

As lettering artists, calligraphers and journalists, we focus on words as the medium with which we convey thoughts, 
insight and perspective. This workshop will use haiku, both contemporary and timeless poetry, as the vehicle to 
begin our study of an informal and approachable roman capitals alphabet (with a myriad of variations introduced in 
handouts). 

Our lettering tool, the humble pencil, will give us the confidence to approach these letters more casually and 
accessibly. Students will be introduced to pencils that have been vetted by the instructor to perform well with the 
pressure and release technique—which will give our lettering an understated, lovely quality not usually associated 
with pencil lettering. We will work with graphite and graphite wash pencils, to understand the unique characteristics 
these tools can impart to our lettering.

The second part of the workshop will focus on illustrating our words. A handout with simple mono-line drawings 
supplied by the instructor (or a simple drawing created by the student that relates to the subject matter within their 
chosen haiku text) will be utilized to create a pencil-drawn illustration with a lovely, light-as-air quality—using the 
same pressure and release technique applied to our roman alphabet. We will spend time harnessing this approach, so
that participants feel comfortable and ready for the next stage—introducing watercolor to these illustrations—to give
us a finished, distinctive piece of illustration relating to our haiku in a completed piece of work (a lovely way to add 
an illustration to a journal).

Supply list:
Papers: layout pad, a few sheets of tracing 
paper, and 1 22 x 30 inch sheet of 
white Rives BFK (280 gsm paperweight) 
cut prior to class
See diagram

Art Pencils: 
• Prismacolor Ebony Pencil (Jet Black) 
• Faber Castell 8B 9000 Jumbo pencil 
• Derwent Sketching Medium Wash (4B) pencil
• Caran d’Ache Technalo Wash HB pencil
• 2H pencil or mechanical pencil

ALSO
• Clear plastic ruler (12 inch) —will need to see thru ruler for adding lines to stacked lettering
• Pencil sharpener (one that has two sizes of holes for regular and jumbo pencils—

I like Mobius & Ruppert Wedge Brass Pencil Sharpener, Double Hole ($6.69 Jerry’s Artarama)
• sandpaper block or fine sandpaper for keeping pencil points sharp
• Watercolor brushes (sizes 6 and 10 round brushes)
• Watercolors (not student grade) and palette
• Metallic gold watercolor (optional)
• Water jar
• Paper towels
• Vanish eraser (the only eraser I have found that works on Rives BFK ($2.09 Jerry’s Artarama)
• Masking tape
• Box of Kleenex or just several Kleenex (for blotting)
• Light table or light box (if you have one)

22 in. x 30 in. Rives BFK cutting diagram
one sheet cut into six pieces approx. 7.25 x 15 in.
Cut prior to class.

Workshop supply fee of $5 covers art materials provided 
by instructor.
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